
 

May 19, 2020 

Dear Parishioners of St. Thomas Parish, 

As we all know, the “social distancing” practices and suspension of gathering for Mass 
have created unique challenges to the way we practice our faith. Nothing is more important than 
all of us taking the necessary steps to protect and ensure the health and well-being of our 
families, friends, neighbors, as well as our parish and school communities. Although we are 
physically separated from the Eucharist --- our church is alive and still on mission.  

One of the ways we participate in that mission is through the Annual Catholic Appeal. 
Each year at this time, Archbishop Etienne invites us to support the essential ministries and 
shared services of the Archdiocese. The impact and spread of COVID-19 pandemic has created 
extraordinary circumstances for our parish and our regional church, the Archdiocese. Your 
participation is critical! 

This year our parish share of the Appeal is $37,551. If we exceed this goal, all excess 
payments received will come back to us and we will put that towards recovery of lost offertory 
donations. In addition, this year 10% of all the funds collected through the ACA (excluding our 
rebate) will be placed into a special Parish Solidarity Fund at the Archdiocese. In this way, your 
donations will help us, but will also help other parishes recover. 

If you gave to the Appeal last year, I ask you to consider increasing your gift by 5% this 
year. If you are not sure what to give, would you consider a gift of $365 ($1 per day)? 
Because of the current situation, we have three simple ways to for you to donate:  

•Mail the enclosed pledge card in the provided envelope 
•Go online to www.seattlearchdiocese.org/donate to make a secure pledge or gift 
•Call us at 1-800-809-4921 

The reality is that many of your fellow parishioners may not be able to participate this 
year, so your support is more important than ever. Be assured of my gratitude for your gift – 
whatever the amount - and of my continuing prayers for you and your loved ones! 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

Fr. James Northrop 
Pastor 

St. Thomas Catholic 
Church 

4415 S. 140th Street  
Tukwila, WA 98168  

(206) 242-5501 

St. Thomas Catholic Church 
4415 S. 140th Street 
Tukwila, WA  98168 

(206) 242-5501 

March 13, 2020


Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,


As you are probably aware, on Wednesday of this week, Archbishop Etienne made the decision 
to stop all public celebrations of the Eucharist. This was not an easy decision. It was prayerfully 
discerned in consultation with public officials out of an abundance of concern for the health 
and well-being of everyone within the Archdiocese of Seattle. Here is the video from 
Archbishop Etienne.


As Catholics, faithful celebration of the Eucharist is central to who we are as members of the 
Body of Christ. We have been faithfully celebrating this living memorial of the Lord’s death and 
resurrection since the Last Supper. We should feel a tremendous sense of sadness that at this 
time we cannot gather as members of the Body of Christ to celebrate Mass. At the same time 
the Lord invites us to recognize that His grace, love, and support are still available to us in 
many ways. 


I am still available to visit, anoint, and bring Holy Communion to those who are sick. Please call 
the parish office (206) 242-5501 ext. 103 or email me to arrange visits to the sick.


While all parish actives are suspended until further notice, the staff will still be available to 
answer phone calls and emails. 


The Church will be open during the day during normal office hours for people to stop in and 
spend time in prayer. Please observe the health guidelines from the King County Health 
Department as far as safe practices and don’t come if you are sick or showing any symptoms. 
The link to the King County Health Department guidelines can be found here. 


The Mass is broadcast everyday on EWTN at 5AM (live), 9AM, and 4PM. I will be streaming the 
Sunday Mass from my chapel in the rectory on Sundays at 9AM. 


There are great resources to help us stay strong and focused on the Lord during this time 
through the internet. The Archdiocese has published this guide and don’t forget there is 
excellent programming and movies on FORMED which is available to you for free. You just 
need to register to use it. You can do that at this link. We are also very blessed to have Sacred 
Heart Radio at 1050 AM. KLOVE at 104.3 FM is a great radio station to enjoy Christian music. 


I have signed our parish up for FlockNotes which will enable instant communication with 
anyone who signs up. We can use this service for announcements and to stay in better 
communication as a parish. There is no cost to sign up and this is our parish link. The parish 
website is also updated regularly. 
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