ST. THOMAS CATHOLIC CHURCH
4415 S. 140TH ST, TUKWILA, WA 98168
206.242.5501
www.saintthomastukwila.org

Liturgy Schedule
Public Weekend Masses—In Church
Saturday: 5 PM English—Livestreamed
Sunday: 8:30 AM Spanish —Livestreamed
10:30 AM English—Livestreamed
Public Weekday Masses—In Church
Tuesday:
7 PM Spanish
Wednesday: 9 AM English
Thursday: 9 AM English
Friday:
9 AM English
1st Friday & Adoration: 8 AM-Adoration
8:30 AM-Rosary
9 AM-Mass
Adoration ends at 11 AM
All weekday Masses are also livestreamed
Adoration
Tuesday: 5 PM—6:45 PM
Friday:

9:30 AM—11 AM
Anointing of the Sick

First Friday of the month, or by appointment.
Confessions
Tuesday: 6 PM—6:45 PM
Friday:

9:30 AM—10:15 AM

Saturday: 4 PM—4:50 PM
Sunday: 7:30 AM—8:20 AM
Parish Office Hours
Monday—Thursday: 9 AM—2 PM
Friday:

9 AM—Noon

Saturday & Sunday: Closed
All major holidays:

Closed

The Call To Become Mature Disciples
I was having a conversation with someone recently and we both were lamenting how many Catholics are not very
well formed in their faith.
The prophet Hosea lamented the fact of the lack of knowledge among his own people when he said, “My people
are destroyed for lack of knowledge.” (Hosea 4:6)
Because most of our religious education has been reduced to preparing for the Sacraments, we have truly allowed
ourselves as a Catholic Church to fall into a pitiful state where opinion polls show that the average Catholic is not
distinguishable in their thinking and acting with those who profess no faith at all in Christ. St. Paul warns us about this in
his 2nd Letter to Timothy:
But understand this: there will be terrifying times in the last days. People will be self-centered and lovers of money, proud,
haughty, abusive, disobedient to their parents, ungrateful, irreligious, callous, implacable, slanderous, licentious, brutal, hating
what is good, traitors, reckless, conceited, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God, as they make a pretense of religion but
deny its power. (2 Timothy 3:1-5 NABRE)

I grew up in the aftermath of Vatican II where a lot of confusion entered the Church and I did not receive a very
good religious education. I remember becoming painfully aware of this in high school when my non-Catholic friends
began asking me questions (or making negative and false comments about Catholicism) and I didn’t have an answer for
them. I realized I had a lot of “catching up” to do and would go to the parish library after school to try and find answers.
Back then we didn’t have the Catechism of the Catholic Church which was a tremendous gift that has helped many
Catholics mature in their faith. I found other books and even became familiar with Catholic Answers which was a fledgling
company at that time that tried to equip Catholics to give an account for the hope inside of them (cf. 1 Peter 3:15).
Receiving the Baptism in the Holy Spirit put everything together in the most beautiful way. I was eager to defend
the Catholic Church but without the help and guidance of the Holy Spirit it could be just about arguing and debating with
people and being right while feeling they were wrong. That certainly wasn’t the essence of our faith. Experiencing the help
of the Holy Spirit made me less reactive and able to pray in the Holy Spirit about what might be the most helpful thing to
say or share with a person who had questions. The Holy Spirit truly is our interior teacher who helps us to speak the truth
in love (cf. Ephesians 4:15).
There is no substitute for the inner conviction of wanting to grow and mature in our faith. We are responsible for
growing in our faith and putting God first in our lives. Even if you didn’t receive a great Catholic education, you don’t have
to stay stuck in ignorance. The Lord wants enthusiastic followers who are well-equipped for the challenges that surround
us. He is providing everything we need for this challenge.
Fortunately, there are many great resources to help us in this process. I want to remind you of FORMED which
we have available in our parish. There is a link on the website to sign-up and there are hundreds of great videos, movies,
programs, and podcasts to assist you in growing in your faith.
If you have any questions about FORMED, please talk with me or another staff member and we will help you.
Let’s make a commitment (especially with Lent right around the corner) to seek the Lord with all our heart mind
and soul and become mature believers who are rooted in Faith, Hope, and Love.
In Christ,
Fr. Jim Northrop ~ Pastor

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

EMERGENCY HELPLINE
NUMBERS

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

—

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

