ST. THOMAS CATHOLIC CHURCH
4415 S. 140TH ST, TUKWILA, WA 98168
206.242.5501
www.saintthomastukwila.org

Liturgy Schedule
Public Weekend Masses—In Church
Saturday: 5 PM English—Livestreamed
Sunday: 8:30 AM Spanish —Livestreamed
10:30 AM English—Livestreamed
Public Weekday Masses—In Church
Tuesday:
7 PM Spanish
Wednesday: 9 AM English
Thursday: 9 AM English
Friday:
9 AM English
1st Friday & Adoration: 8 AM-Adoration
8:30 AM-Rosary
9 AM-Mass
Adoration ends at 11 AM
All weekday Masses are also livestreamed
Adoration
Tuesday: 5 PM—6:45 PM
Friday:

9:30 AM—11 AM
Anointing of the Sick

First Friday of the month, or by appointment.
Confessions
Tuesday: 6 PM—6:45 PM
Friday:

9:30 AM—10:15 AM

Saturday: 4 PM—4:50 PM
Sunday: 7:30 AM—8:20 AM
Parish Office Hours
Monday—Thursday: 9 AM—2 PM
Friday:

9 AM—Noon

Saturday & Sunday: Closed
All major holidays:

Closed

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

“Fishers of Men”

Today our Gospel reading contains the calling of Peter, James, and John. One of my favorite lines in the
Gospel is, “Do not be afraid.” Jesus repeats this saying a lot because fear is one of the primary tools of the Devil
and something we struggle with a lot in our spiritual journey.
The essence of our Christian journey is allowing the Holy Spirit to help us die to ourselves and the
tendency towards selfishness which is a result of our fallen human condition. The Holy Spirit begins to make
our hearts sensitive to the plight and problems of other people so that we can reach out and pray and do things
that help them feel the love of Jesus Christ and their dignity as children of God. As an old Christian song I used
to listen to says, “We are his hands and feet.”
Much of our technology has numbed our ability to be present to the people around us. We have
become an incredibly self-seeking and instant gratification society where we can easily put ourselves first and not
even be present to the people who are physically around us. I remember meeting a talented speaker who ran a
youth ministry organization give a talk and tell us that if we were having lunch with him and we took out our cell
phones to check for a message, he would get up and leave. He would say, “I can see being with you is not
important enough to have your undivided attention. Maybe we can try this another time.” While this reaction
might seem a bit extreme, I totally understood what he was saying. Our technology can distract us from being
present to people.
So many people around us are carrying hidden pain and suffering with a horrible sense of loneliness.
Our society that on a superficial level seems so “connected” is actually very disconnected. A lot of our
technology has dehumanized us and made us less likely to make eye contact with one another. Right before I set
out to write this column, I saw the tragic news of a beautiful young woman (former Miss USA) who took her life.
She appeared to have everything as a successful lawyer, T.V. host commentator, etc. There was obviously
something incredibly difficult she was struggling with that caused her to take her life.
Today Jesus calls us to be “fishers of men”. We are invited to allow the Holy Spirit to transform our
hearts and make us more aware of the people around us who are struggling and to reach out to them. In one of
my last presentations while conducting the retreat last week at Christ the King Seminary in Mission, B.C., I
stumbled across these words from an address from Pope Benedict XVI to young people and seminarians during
his visit to the United States in 2008.
Remember that what counts before the Lord is to dwell in his love and to make his love shine forth for others.
May our lives radiate the love of God so that we can be living signs of his love for all people. May our
“fishing” be successful in helping people experience the love beyond all telling — Jesus Christ.
In Christ,
Fr. Jim Northrop
Pastor
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